
����������	�
��������� ���������	
������	
�����

��������������������������������������������������� �����������������������������

���
����

��	
���
�
��
	�

��
�
�������
���	�	�
�
�� �

���
����
��
���

�
	� �

��
���
�
�
 �

 ��
!���� �

������������������������	
����
�������������������� ��������������������������
�



����������	
��	


�����
�
����
��������

���
������
������

���	��
����
�	��
��	


���
�	��












�� !���




��"!�#





�	������

��"��"�������
���"�����####$%�
�&
�
�������	
�########$$$��
������
	�������������
	����###$$'�
���
	��!�
��	���
������######(�
��������
)
���	
���
��
	#####$$*�
�+	
�)��
��	���� �#######$$,-�
��
����
�
##########$$$,.�
���
������
����
	�########,��
�

$%%&
�����
�
����
��������


����������	�
���  
A Kansas City Music Magazine�

'�
"�

(���


�����	�	��
�����	
��!�+�
���
���
�
/�
���########$��������
��
�
�
0��
	########$$$�

����
��
�
�
�
��
	#####$$$##$��������)
	�
�
!�+�
	�
��+��1�2���������3�4��$�
��,-�5������)
$�
0�
�
�'-.�
���	�	��
��3����'%,-*�
6*,'7���-8*%.-�



������������������������	
����
�������������������� ��������������������������
�

����������	�
���  
A Kansas City Music Magazine�

The low down on the download. 
Downloading music from the internet was the rage with Napster. It did not turn out well 
in those days. Public demand ran ahead of the laws. 

 

The industry had to embrace the digital age. It sent a clear signal when it started tabu-
lating the charts by  “impressions” instead of “airplay.”  Sprint, a KC company, hit a 
meaningful milestone when downloads for cell phone ring tones made a pop song #1. 

 

Then came the iPod. Downloading music got legit with iTunes. The iPod is fueling the 
download craze. Not only is it becoming the preferred way to get music, it is pushing 
into fashion and pop culture. 

 

Get ready as download goes local.  For the first time, you can listen and buy Kansas 
City’s musical assets in one spot.  

 

KansasCityMusic.com has added a KC-centric download site. You can listen to 1000s 
of songs free. The artists in “My Picks” range from the historical like Big Joe Turner 
and Charlie Parker to the new stuff from Puddle of Mudd. You will find Kansas City 
stars like Pat Metheney, Karrin Allyson, Oleta Adams, Kevin Mahogany and even 
some Melissa Etheridge. You can also find Kansas City’s next stars like DTE, Tech9, 
Rex Hobard or Cretin 66. Eugene Smiley’s new CD is already up. There is no need to 
buy a CD. You can download single songs from multiple artists after you listen. 

 
The price is the same as iTunes. 50% goes to the artist. 20% goes to support 

KansasCityMusic.com.  

 

KansasCityMusic.com is owned by Box of Chalk, Inc. The company has become  
Kansas City’s most active music company. Last year, it generated over 2000 live  
music contracts in the KC Metro and is the driving force behind The Blues & Jazz 
Festival. Next year, it will produce 7 festivals. It also offers support for artists who 
need help with copyrights and song licensing. 

 

The download site is the next step in promoting Kansas City Music.  

 

Go to KansasCityMusic.com for Kansas City Music.  
That is the simple low down on the download. 
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Americana Music  is huge and growing in popu-
larity. They say the future of Americana Music looks 
very good…but can anyone define it? 

 

 I can listen to it on my RoadRunner as a digital music 
channel. It says “Americana” on channel 547. Some-
body defined it and they think all the music fits in that 
slot. I heard what sounded a lot like country, blue-
grass, folk, blues and some forms of jazz. The word 
“roots” comes up sometimes. Did that help? 

 

 There is a national organization. The Americana 
Music Association says Americana Music can be 
traced back to the Elvis Presley marriage of hillbilly 
and R&B that birthed rock 'n' roll, Americana as a 
radio format developed during the 1990s as a reac-
tion to the highly polished sound that defined the 
mainstream music of that decade. The Association 
has a big show coming up this month. The artists in-
clude Ronee Blakley, Sam Bush, Rosanne Cash, El-
vis Costello, Rodney Crowell, Charlie Daniels, The 
Dynamites featuring Charles "Wigg" Walker, Tim 
Easton, Alejandro Escovedo, Vince Gill, James 
Hunter, Kacey Jones, Kieran Kane, Kevin Welch and 
Fats Kaplin, Delbert McClinton, James McMurtry, Tim 
O'Brien, Barry Poss, Kim Richey, RobinElla, Marty 
Stuart and his Fabulous Superlatives, Bryan Sutton, 
Allen Toussaint, Uncle Earl, Kenny Vaughan…Did 
that help? 

 

 By the way, there is no Grammy for Americana Mu-
sic. Ok, I know that didn’t help. 

 

 I like Johnny Cash. I like John Prine. I like Muddy 
Waters. I like songs with stories. I like guitars, espe-
cially acoustic ones. I like the sound of the word 
“Americana.” 

I’m just trying to help. 

 

 - Mark Valentine 
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